Companion

" of honour

by Gwyn A. Williams

==

Mﬂw £

POLITICIANS,  SOCTAL.
ISM AND HISTORTANS,
by AL P Taitor
fHomisk FHomillon,
L1250,

THE professor of history whe
initisted me into what wis
evidentdy intended to be &
dark, sullen and painful craft

would not permit any towul
by A I P Tayior o sully
his universily library. He
created 8 bldck  market in
bardic namey of  ositively
FPolish dimensions. AP psed
to circulute secrotly theowsh
post-war . west  Wales Tike
somp samizdat dooument of
inestimable value.

. At much the same time,
neving offered  my  servies
to the Tgposlgve in thn
cinstriuotion of thieir
optiristic  Brotherhood  and
Lintty Higkway  betwean
Belgeede ' aod™ Zagpreh
dad, for my pains, Havipg
Jeen  thrown  inko 6l “in
Trieste (o Trst) | discoversd
that AP, 4% 5 dofender of
the Slavenes, wes cirvuliting
ln mush the same manner
thromeh Istria.

It must have been - abbot
tmen ‘that | first rewd By
Hahsb.-.ug Munarchy, an
experience from which T have
aevor - whodly  recoversd, 1
hope T never shall.

AdP. In hiz  putdhin-
Eraphical  Acvident  Peine
reprinted  here, siys he is
" Etill  Fegsonably  eontent
with his Habshurg Maonarchy,
IIow arrvagsnt  can even @
Luncastrign geb? ‘That mar-
vellons beok will be regd and
savosdred until all the holy

i, biinding paradods
i uh-"at.tﬁr the o

% sirfass, the I
L 8 ll! 16 W that,
ifge At Il i uﬁ}- Foul) &
i hifself i Marx'y

hshiirgs.
BU cin sy mo
& of this baglk.
By tn TP = Bl
T his revicws ovel

'R put your daushta on
the Bhistorieal  -stage, \Mrs
WortRington,  mnless  ghe's
reid ) thege espgys, 11 Ther
rerpunse 08 negslive, letlHer
toke ap sompetling  vseloss
lika Ecountancy br Barmiess
lke Enplish or gormless Aike
siebodeg For Ahis sk an
infroduction to viotace AJE,
whlnu&su‘s A jsanm imtio.
ductigh to the practice of
fiistory as 4 eredtiveart |
Buthow horrible the Ene-
lish of Subslance jfave been
to f&ir Thueydides! Far
onde, B am sontent to aoesopt
AJPS rndless snipes at the
wird ' Britain® Thet! pro-
fegsnrowho baneied i frem
the' lirary — & very dodent

b

Guaehio, & MNovenku Qo

Englishman., I should  add.
and a historizn of impeccably
Mangunian formation — used
i, copsider ¢ proeGerman "
ATPe then contentious argi-
ment that  Hitler was Just
Angther One  of Them ?
Obtusearens  6f, - that
impreggnable gqualily just has
to b stractiral, dosen’t {30

You. may recoliect an
equally ﬁtu{gjd TeEpanEe Lo his
hy now celtbrated dphorism
that Munich represented the
trigmph of All that was hest
. British lifo. Maybe I was
looky. U rén into this. Lypdcal
Elck in the gZrain after some
veare' Inudertion of Baptist
iotality in the papers off Dr
Thomes Jones, ©.H., ihe TI
who wreta mest of Haldwin's
speechins ecept; the bits
dabout the pizs-and wha triad
to smugzle Ribbentrop's son
into Eton. What does Godless
Taylor savy todyy, his tabloid
paper wsed” to jery. We o hsd
ng difficulty 1n understand-
me him,

In Britain, of course, it was
oot AJP whe was made @
Companion. of Honoeur,  For
AJPCamd - thls s 1 think,
exseatipl to bl sheer presence
85 3 Migtorian, iz 8 man of 4
particalar hanoir,

The troable with o Tegend
I find, “after sponding somy
time of a couply of Lthem
iz that it renerally cncapet-
Lates ain unostnfurtahle guan:
fomy af bt AJPC hay
hecome a Legend. Gond (rod,
the man writes even pBetler
then Hazlitt, He pretends to
the sxme plain man atyvle as
Orwell and like {he latter's,
hig 5 & esrefully  wronghi
arlefaet. His wil is.an im{:lau-
sille and frequently unhing-
Inz eoncatenation of Thomas
Paing and Neil Simon. Hea

can  effert  mejor h:'.-'afl:ll'il:_lel]I

rovisions without that har-
rage: of . methpdological: and
enncaptieal  armument - which
hay boéome customary  but
alsn without tosing his. orip
o the forces  projotides
whose presenue in his work
(which he guite corceetiy re-
affirme hora) is sometipes
rendored almoest invialbles by
the “skedr  lovddity “ef  hiz
proge. Like Chaucer in hiy
tredtise un the astrolabe. AJP
ean stand a  conventional
wisdam on its head in-a fow
sentEnees of timold Ssxom.

e alsn has the very Eng-
lish -and supremelv | Lan-
eastrisn capacity' to drive. a
reader clean round the hend
with sheer, rationally areycd
e rvereity.

Characteristically, the anly
htgur he vlaims on his title
page s that of Fellowshin of
the Britich Acadermy. Mo Tess
dharactedistically, he ‘Thas
atandoned i1, In the seryice
of an honpur at once more
distrimipaling.  apd O more
yeooran, AP Taplar, fo quate
the French, has deserved well
of Tis country, His couniry
hag deenrded him fa hanoor,
gxoept of course the supremne
aceolade of the affection and
reepect of most of his fellow
cauntrymen, He has earned
the honoar dite to an Exglish
grimd-master of Aistary and
& supsrh Foglish crafisman
whi has servoed for g penera-
tind v aa an upfailingly st
mulating, irritating, Idospir-
ing! inwvariehlr ‘invigorating
and — i east he has same
doubt on 1he seors — husely
eherished WNon-Beslug Pro-
fessor of History o the
prople:. whom, in tiny | dis-
sidewee, | will persist o oall-
ing British.




